CHAPTER I
TRANSLATORS
THE translators of Elizabeth's age pursued their craft In the
spirit of bold adventure which animated Drake and Hawkins.    It
was their ambition to discover new worlds of thought and beauty.
They sailed the wide ocean of knowledge to plant their colonies of
the intellect where they might, or to bring back to our English
shores some eloquent stranger, whom their industry had taught to
speak with our English tongue.    Holland justly describes his
enterprise as a conquest.   He * would wish rather and endeavour/
says he in the preface to his translation of Pliny, 'by all means to
triumph now over the Romans in subduing their literature under the
dent of the English pen, in requitall of the" conquest some time over
this Island, atchieved by the edge of their sword.'   And, harbouring
this sentiment of conquest, the translators were strongly impelled
also by the desire to benefit their native land and its rulers.
They had learned from the classics deep lessons of policy and
statecraft, which they would impart to their queen and her'magis-
trates.   Their achievement was, indeed,, the real renascence of
England, the authentic recovery of the ancient spirit   That'they'
were keenly conscious of what they were doing is clear from their
dedications and their prefaces.   The choice of the great personages
to .whom they presented their works was made with a deliberate
purpose.   When North and Holland asked the queen's protection
' for their masterpieces, it was in the full hope and knowledge that
Plutarch and Livy would prove wise guides unto her' footsteps.
Nor was it with the mere intent of flattery or applause that
other   translators   offered  the  fruits   of   their   toil   to   Cecil,
Leicester and Christopher Hatton.   They wished to give counsel
where  they deemed  it useful.    Thomas Wilson, for  instance,
the translator of Demosthenes, thought that every good subject
should compare the present and the past; that, when he heard
of Athens and the Athenians, he should remember England and
Englishmen; that, in brief, he should learn from the doings of his